Sensory component of cervically evoked motor potentials.
The purpose of this paper is to present the hypothesis that cervically elicited motor evoked potentials which have recently gained clinical acceptance for monitoring spinal cord motor function during spine surgery, may be due, in part or in whole, to neural signals travelling through sensory rather than motor tracts. If true, then the interpretation of cervically elicited motor evoked potentials may lead to false conclusions about the status of motor tracts and postoperative motor function.